
 

 

 

 



   

Out of Eden Walk – ‘Understanding personal 
narratives, investigating the local and identity’.   
Overview:  
 
This module is designed to take two weeks along with 
homework activities, and assessment tasks. It will be taught 
to Middle School with the purpose of introducing the idea of 
Humanities concepts and investigation. The secondary 
purpose is to get students aware of their surroundings, to 
build empathy. Students start by asking why people migrate. 
Why has this individual, (journalist Paul Salopek), chosen to 
undertake such a journey? And ultimately what are the 
‘behind the scenes’ stories of places which always appear in 
big headlines? Student will ultimately discover more about 
their local area through personal investigation, similar to the 
investigation style of Paul Salpoek. Students will also 
develop an idea of their personal identity through a series of 
in class assessment opportunities. Later on in the year the 
class will look at migration using the CGC migration unit: 
https://sites.google.com/a/isb.be/ms_migration/, thus 
consolidating their learning about migration and identity from 
this introduction module.  

 

Module story: 
From 2013 to 2020, writer Paul Salopek is recreating that 
epic journey on foot, starting at humankind’s birthplace in 
Ethiopia and ending at the southern tip of South America, 
where our forebears ran out of horizon. Along the way he is 
engaging with the major stories of our time — from climate 
change to technological innovation, from mass migration 
to cultural survival — by walking alongside the people who 
inhabit these headlines every day. Moving at the slow beat 
of his footsteps, Paul is also seeking the quieter, hidden 
stories of people who rarely make the news. 

 
The module includes (four blocks): 
 
•  Part one: Introduction to the ‘Out of Eden’ walk. 

Investigating the journey, mapping the route of the 
journey.  

•    Part two: Relating our own personal narratives to the 
‘bigger human story’ in history.  

•  Part three: Assessment and reflection task: ‘investigating 
the local’.  

Stage One Learning purposes: 

Conceptual: in varying degrees for each 

learner 
 
•  Learners will develop the beginning of an understanding 

about our ancestor’s movements across the earth.  

 Learners will understand some of the differences between 
countries and areas in terms of climate, politics and identities.  

•  Learners will start to reflect on how they as individuals fit into a 
broader geographical and historical context. 

 Learners will have an understanding that despite apparent 
differences between groups of people and cultures, we have 
many commonalities. 

 

 

 Learners will begin to understand that many factors 
and contexts influence their sense of identity and 
personal narratives. 

 
Module focus questions: 
 

  How do the choices that we make in our lives impact 
upon the lives of others? I.e. What choices did our 
parents make? 

 How can looking at different perspectives give us a better 
understanding of ourselves? How can we see our 
neighbourhood from different perspectives? 

 What do we have in common with all people in the world? 
Or even in our local area? With our classmates. 

 How does our local surroundings influence our idea of 
self? 
 

Competencies in varying degrees for each 

learner 
 
•  Geographical enquiry skills learners will be able to 

collect data from their neighbourhood. 

•  Using ICT tools for a purpose – Learners will be 
able to present and record data using digital devices 
of their choice. 

•  Research techniques Learners will be able to conduct 
field research, interviews. 

•  Learners will be able to analyse relevant text, images 
and maps. 

•  Learners will be able to process information into a 
visual form– causal webs / Venn. 

•  Learners will be able to communicate and present 
creatively as well as collaborate – in pairs and small 
groups. 

 
Values / character learning / Sl applications. 

 
•  Students will have an appreciation once having 

reflected on differences and similarities between 
people, places, environments and cultures. 

 Students value empathy towards groups of people 
who are more disadvantaged than us, or who live in a 
different manner to ourselves. 

Assessment opportunities:  

Assessment opportunities will see students develop 
competencies such as collection and recording of 
neighbourhood data in a variety of manners. They will 
demonstrate their understanding of such data by creating Venn 
diagrams and causal web diagrams. Students will also have the 
opportunity to present their understandings to the whole class, 
small groups and in pairs. Students are ultimately encouraged 
to participate in this module with the assistance of family 
members and nieghbours. Specific assessment opportunities 
are outlined in the three part lesson outline. 

 

 

 



 

 

Stage Two: Illustrative content: The out of Eden Walk experience of Paul Salopek will be used as a 

learning opportunity. But the main content will come from the students’ immediate neighbourhood in 
Hyderabad, India – with the hope to build ties to service learning. Students will also have to think about other 
areas that they have lived in before, and most content will come from the individual lives of students and their 
families – gathered through research.  

 

Links used to assist teaching: 

http://www.outofedenwalk.com/ 

http://pulitzercenter.org/projects/out-of-eden 

http://learn.outofedenwalk.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/OutOfEdenWalk/?fref=ts  

Stage Three: Questions  

 

 

 

 

 

         

       Module Questions (MQ) 
 
1). How do the choices 
that we make in our lives 
impact upon the lives of 
others?  
 
2).How can looking at 
different perspectives give 
us a better understanding 
of ourselves?  

 
3).What do we have in 
common with all people in 
the world?  
 
4).How does our local 
surroundings influence our 
idea of self? 

 

 
      Guiding questions (GQ) 
 
1). What choices did the 
people in your life make 
that impacted your life and 
personal history? 
 
2). How have the choices 
that the parents of your 
peers made influenced 
their lives? Is that similar to 
your story? 
 
3). Can we identify with 
places that we are not 
from, or are new to? How 
long does it take someone 
to identify with an area? 
 
4). What aspects of 
someone’s life could be 
common to others in the 
same situation or locality as 
them?  
 

 

 
Provocative questions 
(PQ) 
 
1). Should people be able 
to freely migrate and 
move around the world?  
 
2). Is Paul’s perception a 
fair reflection of the places 
that he visits? Considering 
that he moves quickly 
rather than residing. 
 
3). Would your 
perceptions of your local 
place differ if you had a 
different upbringing, social 
class or ethnicity?  

 

Student questions and misconceptions during unit:  
 
How is Paul going to take the route that he planned now with ISIS in Iraq? 
*Paul has changed his original route.  

http://www.outofedenwalk.com/
http://pulitzercenter.org/projects/out-of-eden
http://learn.outofedenwalk.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OutOfEdenWalk/?fref=ts


Part One: Introducing the Out of Eden Walk.  

Overview: Introduction to module. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
To identify, understand and explain what informs a 
person’s point of view. 

To be able to predict what could happen next 
based upon research. 

To begin to be more aware of immediate 
surroundings.  

Assessment: 
Opportunities for assessment through production 
of storyboard, presentation, drama or written 
narrative.  

Assessment tool – peer assessment checklist.  

Resources:  
 Students need to have access to laptops, 

at least one per table group. 
 Classroom speakers. 

 Print out of maps.  

 Colour pencils etc.  

 Teacher PPT ‘introduction to Out of Eden 
Walk’ 

 
Do Now: Tapping in (on PPT) 
PART ONE Who are you? 
Where do you come from? 
Where are you going? 
 
PART TWO: Students will listen to the 
introductory narrative of the journey by John 
Salopek (from website) 
https://pulitzercenter.creatavist.com/story/5823 
Play from the teacher’s laptop through the 
classroom speakers. Students will complete the 
‘listening ten times two’ activity (in file). May 
choose to play track twice.      

 
Teacher led - learning experiences: 

 - Introduce students to the website of the 
journey. Play the video about the journey 
from the file. Briefly cover the migration of 
mankind (mapping) which is the route that 
Paul is taking. 

 Class map will be used for the rest of the 
year to Track Paul’s journey.  

Narrative: Paul will walk 21,000 miles over the 
course of seven years. He will follow the path that 
many scientists believe was taken by humans 
from Ethiopia to Patagonia, a migration that 
happened over nearly 50,000 years. Along the 
way he will report on a variety of topics. He will 
use a slow approach to journalism, which means 
that he will take time deeply explore where he 
travels to more richly tell the stories of the 
communities he visits. Example of a milestone – 
on website. 

 Discuss with the students what ‘slow 
journalism’ and ‘fast journalism’ may 
mean. Explain that journalism and 
storytelling is all about ‘points of view’ 
(PQ2) 

 
 

 Read the contents of the profile on the website 
https://pulitzercenter.creatavist.com/story/5823 

Use Abdullah’s stories and word choice as a focus on ‘points of 
view’ (on PPT) – all students. 

 DISCUSSION in pairs: What do you learn about this 
person’s background? 

 What is this person passionate about? What is he/she 
angry about or happy about? Is this common? 

 How does the language the person uses express what 
he/she is happy and sad about? 

Use PPT photographs (taken by Paul) to illustrate that 
journalists can capture emotions in images. Try to explain that 
photographs can have a ‘tone’ – focus questions are on PPT. 

           Assessment activity #1 description:  

Specific assessment objective is to ‘describe, illustrate and 
explain’ what might happen in the rest of the journey. 

Learning purpose conceptual Learners will develop the 

beginning of an understanding about our ancestor’s movements across 
the earth.  Learners will understand some of the differences between 
countries and areas in terms of climate, politics and identities.  

Learning purpose competency: Using ICT tools for 
purpose – Learners will be able to present and record data 
using digital devices of their choice. Learners will be able to 
analyse relevant text, images and maps. Learners will be able 
to communicate and present creatively as well as collaborate – 
in pairs and larger groups. 

Pre assessment: Ask the students to think about for a minute 
what do they think might happen in the rest of Paul’s journey. At 
this point it is 6.5 more years!  

 Have agreed ‘success ‘criteria – written on WB from 
students. Take a photo of this and email it to the 
students.(Attached) 

Assessment: 

 Students will work in pairs to ‘show’ what they think 
Paul’s journey will look like for the next 5.5 years. They 
will follow his route from the beginning in Ethiopia to the 
end in Patagonia – this is the route that our ancestors 
took originally. They need to examine possible 
outcomes of crossing through countries, many of which 
are in the news now.  

 Students can present their ideas in any way that they 
wish – PPT, or storytelling, or Tiki Toki timeline etc.  

 INCLUSION assessment opportunity – use story 
planner templates provided and write a story about what 
happens to Paul with teacher assistance. Can be a PPT 
story, comic strip or similar. 

Reflection: Present your ideas to the class to discuss what 

we think will happen to Paul in the next 5.5 years. Look for 
similarities and differences between your interpretations and 
others. Reflect on the success criteria after presenting.  

Action - Homework: To be produced for part three of this 

module – the culminating task. Outline of homework task On 
Google Classroom.  

Students start to collect visual representations of your local area 
– similar to what Paul would take if he stopped in your 
neighborhood. Photos, recordings, sketch maps, interviews with 
people etc.They need to look at the wider area away from your 
building. INC – limit the number of things the student has to 
collect, i.e. one hand drawn map and photographs. Agree on 
this beforehand. 

 

https://pulitzercenter.creatavist.com/story/5823
https://pulitzercenter.creatavist.com/story/5823


 

 

 
 EXAMPLES OF ‘SUCCESS CRITERIA’  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLASS MAPPING 
OF PAUL’S 
JOURNEY FOR 
THE YEAR:



 

 

Part Two: Our personal histories and the ‘bigger 
picture’ 
Overview: Students think about their personal 

histories and big events in history (world, country and 
personal) to understand why they are living the lives 
that they are today / why other people might have 
different lives. This is something that Paul Salopek 
looks at when investigating the areas he moves 
through. 
Learning outcomes: 
Students will be able to understand that the lives that 
we live today are linked to bigger history. They will be 
able to identify and explain he reasons for this.  
 

Assessment: Students will create a causal – web 

diagram which will show how the events in history, 
including their own personal history can explain the 
lives that they are living today. 
.  

Resources:  
 Students need to have access to laptops and 

software that helps design graphic organisers 
etc – like Google draw or Lucid Chart. 

 Classroom speakers. 

 Colour pencils if they choose to work with 
paper etc.  

 
Do Now:  
 Using your own device, read one more milestone 
entry from the OOEW website, with a focus on the 
interview with the ‘nearest person to Paul’ – discuss 
with your partner how historical events in that country 
may have shaped this person’s life. What is the bigger 
picture in this person’s life? 

 
Teacher led learning experiences: 
Teacher models how to create a diagram about their 
own life, to show major events in history and personal 
history and how these explain the life that they are 
living today:  For example –  
My parents moved to New Zealand in 1973 as ‘ten 
pound Poms’, thus I was born in New Zealand and get 
to have both a NZ passport and British Passport – 
linked to immigration history and colonisation of NZ by 
Britain. New Zealand was the first place to give 
women the vote and I get to vote too. Emphasise that 
everything is linked.  

 
Main activity #2 description: 
Specific assessment objective: To examine and 
understand how events in history have influenced and 
shaped the lives that we live today. (GQ1, GQ2) 

Learning purpose conceptual: Learners will start to 
reflect on how they as individuals fit into a broader 
geographical and historical context. 

Learning purpose competency: Learners will be 
able to process information into a visual form– 
causal webs / Venn. 

 

 

 

Assessment: 

 

Part one: Research events in your country’s history. 
Select some of these and think about how they have 
influenced your life.  

Part two Think about some events in your personal 
history, as well as big events in world history (as far back 
as you wish to go) and think about how these have 
influenced the life that you live today. Think about how 
other people’s choices have influenced the life that you 
live today.  

Part three: Construct the causal – web diagram with the 
research that you have just completed.  

 

EXTN – colour code the arrows that you use in the 
diagram and include a key to what each colour means. 
Different colours could represent certain things i.e. red 
means important events, green means events that 
influenced my life by force, purple means events that 
influenced my life by my choice. 

INCLUSION– teacher will sit with the student and choose 
three historical events in the world, their country and their 
life that the student thinks is important.  

 

Reflection:  

Explain your diagram to a partner. Ask your partner three 
questions about their diagrams. 

Action - Homework: To be produced for part three of 
this module – the culminating task. Outline of homework 
task emailed to students. Students start to collect visual 
representations of your local area- similar to what Paul 
would take if he stopped in your neighborhood. Photos, 
recordings, sketch maps, interviews with people etc. They 
need to look at the wider area away from your building. 
SEN – limit the number of things the student has to 
collect, i.e. one hand drawn map and photographs. 

 

 
 

                                                      Causal – web diagram.  

 



Examples of student 
work: Our personal 
histories. 



Part Three: Investigating the local. Culminating 
tasks and reflection.  
Learning outcomes: Students think about their 

own local neighbourhoods and if their neighbourhoods 
reflect their own ‘identities’. Can they ‘Indentify’ with 
their local area? The LINK to OOE project is exploring 
our surroundings and making links to our concept of 
identity and participating in investigation work. The 
purpose of this assessment opportunity is to have 
students think carefully about their surroundings and 
what they mean, much like Paul does. Furthermore, 
students will create story telling opportunities. For 
‘local kids’ this is easy – for ‘third culture kids’ it is 
harder as they have migrated so much. The focus 
here is for them to think about where it is they identify 
with.  
 

Assessment 
 
Class based assessment opportunities, as outlined on 
teacher PPT. Students will reflect on their own local 
neighbourhood, with a focus on if they identify with it. 
Students will reflect on their local area.  

Resources:  
 Students need to have access to laptops if 

project work is computer based. 

 Students will have organised the materials 
that they need for this culminating task 
previously for homework, it may be on their 
devices.  

 Teacher will help students create success 
criteria for this culminating task.  

 
Do Now: Students need to think about what factors 

that shape people’s identity. We need to define what 
identity means before we can undertake the 
assessment exhibition. Using Identity PPT. 
 
Students have to listen to the teacher ‘model’ a 
discussion about their local area and how they identify 
with it.  
 
Teacher can show small clip (SpongeBob ‘Lost 
Identity’) on how we create identity Should take 10 
minutes. 

 
Main learning experiences / Assessment 
activities:  
Teacher led: With the do now activity (above) the 
teacher will see if students understand the concept of 
‘identity’ and how it can be formed by where we live. 
Teacher will remind students of the previous learning 
about peoples’ identity and Paul’s investigations of 
various localities on his journey. 

 
Specific assessment objective:  
To use the materials taken from investigating your 
local area to make connections to your local area. 
(GQ3, GQ4) 

 
 

Learning purpose conceptual: Learners will have an 
understanding that despite apparent differences between 
groups of people and cultures, we have many commonalities.  
Learners will begin to understand that many factors and 
contexts influence their sense of identity and personal 
narratives. 
Learning purpose competency: Learners will be able to 
process information into a visual form– causal webs / Venn. 
Learners will be able to communicate and present creatively 
as well as collaborate – in pairs and small groups. Using ICT 
tools for a purpose – Learners will be able to present and 
record data using digital devices of their choice. Research 
techniques Learners will be able to conduct field research, 
interviews. 
 

Action - assessment task - EXHIBITION: 
Goal – Your goal is to demonstrate your understanding of 
your local area through your investigation data and materials 
gathered over the last week. It is your choice in how you 
decide to display your material. 
Product – Your product should be in an exhibition style, 
your audience will come to you. You need to present your 
neighbourhood data to the audience and explain if you 
identify with it, thus giving your perspective to the audience. 
Student audience will use an assessment checklist to judge 
students’ exhibition. Students will also have a note making 
tool to record what they learn from class mates.  
 

Reflection tasks after exhibition: *Using the 

student’s neighbourhood material that they have gathered – 
students need to think about ANOTHER neighbourhood that 
they know ‘better’, or at least another neighbourhood that they 
have lived in before this one. (PQ3).  
Reflection activity 1 THINK: Students will create a Venn 
diagram to show the similarities and differences between the 
two neighbourhoods.  INC: Create the Venn diagram, with two 
ideas for each circle.  ALL Students will think about WHICH 
neighbourhood they identify with the most. They will write a 
short discussion notes about this chosen neighbourhood to 
EXPLAIN why they identify with it more than the other one. Be 
ready to show the neighbourhood investigation material about 
where you are living now in your exhbition to help your 
explanation. Supply students with a planning template for this 
task. 
 
Reflection activity 2: Talk about your personal narratives.  
Students interview each other to learn about someone else’s 
experiences and memories of their most familiar local area. 
Use Venn diagram. 

Homework: Students will need to create VISUAL 

representations of how the ‘ISH humanities concepts’ are 
linked to this module. Depending on the level of challenge 
students can choose all of the concepts, or as many as they 
want. Visual representations can be picture / brainstorm etc. 
SEN – give a limit of the concepts that they write about 
depending on the student. Discuss which words they 
understand the most. 



 

Examples of student assessment work: 
‘Exploring the local’ – reflection.  

 

 

 



 

Out of Eden Walk Class Exhibition 
2015.  

 

HTTPS://PHOTOS.GOOGLE.COM/SHARE/AF1QIPNPVKGIZGZBVZNAVAJZ5A5WKS3Y_HHQ9KVAYPHVPWA7WT-

M8EYL8W11PPJGO4G56G?KEY=QVFZY1PXWWDNZWFKSXUWAWLDNXUWCZRZNJHWDJHN  

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNpvKGIZgZBVzNavAJz5A5wks3y_hhq9KVAYPhvpWa7wT-M8EYl8w11PpJgO4g56g?key=QVFzY1pXWWdNZWFKSXUwaWlDNXUwczRzNjhWdjhn
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNpvKGIZgZBVzNavAJz5A5wks3y_hhq9KVAYPhvpWa7wT-M8EYl8w11PpJgO4g56g?key=QVFzY1pXWWdNZWFKSXUwaWlDNXUwczRzNjhWdjhn

